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Clean Energy in MA Cities and Towns

¸Authorizing legislation

¸Evolution of policies to 

net zero goals

¸Tools and Resources for 

MA municipalities

¸Results

¸Looking to 2050
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The MA Framework ï2008 Legislation

¸Green Communities Act

ïAuthorized membership in 

RGGI, 

ïExpanded efficiency 

programs via Mass Save 

ïSupported renewable energy 

generation via RPS

ïCreated Green Communities 

Program

¸Global Warming 

Solutions Act

ïEstablished goals to 

reduce ghg emissions by 

25% by 2020

ï 80% by 2050
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An Act Creating a Next Generation Roadmap for 
Massachusetts Climate Policy ïMarch 2021
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ÅUpdates ghg emissions limits set 

by 2008 Global Warming 

Solutions Act

ÅCommits Massachusetts to 

achieve Net Zero emissions in 

2050

ÅAuthorizes the Secretary of 

Energy and Environmental Affairs 

(EEA) to establish an emissions 

limit of no less than 50% for 

2030, and no less than 75% for 

2040
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2050 Decarbonization Roadmap
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ü Two-year research effort

ü Comprehensive understanding 

of 30-year transition to net 

zero

ü Focused on implementation

ü Inform near-term decision-

making 
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4-Pronged Approach
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An Act Driving Clean Energy and Offshore Windï

August 2022
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How Weôll Get There

Massachusetts electric grid emissions are 

declining significantly.  By 2050, grid 

emissions will be less than 1/3 of what they 

are today.

Therefore, a major emission reduction 

strategy is to swap from fossil fuel to 

efficient electric grid wherever possible.  
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Programs & Resources for Municipalities

ÅMassEnergyInsight energy tracking and analysis tool

ÅMunicipal Energy Technical Assistance

ÅRegional Energy Planning Assistance

ÅESPC model documents and templates

ÅGreen Communities Designation and Grant Program

ÅOpportunities offered by other state agencies

ÅWebsite filled with tools & resources 
www.mass.gov/orgs/green-communities-division
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The energy hub for all Massachusetts cities and 
towns,

not just designated Green Communities.
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Green Communities Division 
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