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GETTING STARTED WITH HIGH 
PERFORMANCE GREEN BUILDING   
A Guide for Virginia Localities 

VIRGINIA IS A LEADER IN GREEN BUILDING 
Virginia is home to a growing number of high-performing green buildings, in both the private and public sectors. In 
fact, Virginia has placed in the USGBC “Top Ten” States for LEED projects for the past several years. In 2020, 97 
projects were certified representing over 16 million gross square feet. 

If your locality hasn’t yet worked with high performance building 
systems, know that you aren’t alone! Local governments in Virginia 
that already use high performance green building systems for their 
buildings include Fairfax County, the City of Alexandria, Arlington 
County, Henrico County, Charlottesville, Virginia Beach, and 
Richmond.  

Through organizations such as the Virginia Energy Efficiency 
Council (VAEEC), these experienced localities can help those who 
are new to this approach and help you achieve better buildings - to 
save money over time and to deliver efficient, more climate-
friendly, and healthier spaces for your employees, citizens, and 
students. And, should you choose LEED for your project, USGBC 

offers free LEED Coaches to guide you through the process and find what you need. 

NEW TO HIGH PERFORMING GREEN BUILDING? START HERE 
If you are new to high performance green building, start with an 
introduction, such as one or more of these resources: 

 What is Green Building (article with link to a video) 

 Green Building 101: What is LEED 

 Green Building for Everyone (free course with series of short 
videos and links) 

LEARN MORE 
Find a green building in your area by searching the LEED Directory here. 

Browse LEED case studies.  

View green schools in Virginia here. 

Learn about green schools and browse green school case studies.  

Dive into LEED credits and see a LEED Scorecard. 

Contact us at publicpolicies@usgbc.org .. 

Henrico County Short Pump Firehouse 19, 
LEED Gold 

Jefferson Houston School, LEED Gold, City of 
Alexandria 

https://www.usgbc.org/articles/what-green-building-0
https://www.usgbc.org/articles/green-building-101-what-leed
https://www.usgbc.org/education/sessions/green-building-everyone-11166069
https://www.usgbc.org/projects?Country=%5B%22United+States%22%5D&State=%5B%22Virginia%22%5D&Rating+System=%5B%22Schools+-+New+Construction%22%5D
https://www.usgbc.org/resources?Search+Library=%22case+study%22
https://www.usgbc.org/projects?Country=%5B%22United+States%22%5D&State=%5B%22Virginia%22%5D&Rating+System=%5B%22Schools+-+New+Construction%22%5D
https://centerforgreenschools.org/leed-helps-schools-achieve-better-health-and-learning-students)
https://www.usgbc.org/education-listing?Course-Playlist=%5B%22Case+Studies%22%5D&Search+Library=%22school%22
https://www.usgbc.org/leed/v41
https://build.usgbc.org/bdc41scorecard
mailto:publicpolicies@usgbc.org
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