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Who RECA Is 

RECA Mission 

RECA’s primary mission is 

to promote the adoption, 

implementation, and 

enforcement of the most 

recent version of the IECC 

nationwide. 

• Air Barrier Association of America 

• Alliance to Save Energy  

• American Chemistry Council 

• American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy 

• Cardinal Glass Industries, Inc.                   

• CertainTeed Corporation 

• EPS Industry Alliance 

• Extruded Polystyrene Foam Association 

• Guardian Industries Corporation 

• Hogan & Hartson LLP 

• Institute for Market Transformation               

• Johns Manville Corporation 

• Knauf Insulation 

• Midwest Energy Efficiency Alliance 

• National Fenestration Rating Council 

• Northeast Energy Efficiency Partnerships 

• North American Insulation Manufacturers Association 

• Owens Corning       

• Pactiv Corporation 

• Polyisocyanurate Insulation Manufacturers Association  

• Sierra Club 

• Southeast Energy Efficiency Alliance 

• Southwest Energy Efficiency Project 



Why Building Energy Codes? 



Why Building Energy Codes? 

 

• Buildings account for 

over 70% of electricity 

use 

 

• Buildings account for 

almost 40% of total 

national energy use 



Why Building Energy Codes? 



Virginia is an Regional and  

National Energy Policy Leader 

• May is Building Safety Month in VA 

– An “opportunity to highlight appropriate steps 

everyone can take to make our buildings safe 

and sustainable…”  Gov. McAuliffe 

• History of building energy codes in VA 

– VA was among the first to adopt the 2009 

IECC 

– VA code officials are very active in national 

code development 



The Model Energy Codes 

International Code 

Council - IECC ASHRAE – Standard 90.1 



Improvements in Model Energy Codes 

IECC Residential 
(Source: U.S. DOE) 

ASHRAE 90.1 Commercial 
(Source: U.S. DOE) 



Improvements in Model Energy Codes 

U.S. DOE:  “[The 2012 IECC] represents the largest, one-step efficiency 

increase in the history of the national model energy code.” 

 

Residential source energy savings compared to the 2006 IECC (Lucas, et. al., 

April 2013) 

2009 IECC – 10.4% 

2012 IECC – 32.0% 

 

Residential cost-effectiveness analyses found the 2009 and 2012 IECC 

to be cost effective in every state studied.  
(http://www.energycodes.gov/development/residential/iecc_analysis/) 

 

National Association of Homebuilders:  

National weighted average 2006 vs. 2012 IECC: 37.9% Source Energy 

Savings (2012 IECC Cost Effectiveness Analysis (May 2012)) 

 

90% of home buyers willing to spend 2-3% more for energy efficiency 
(“What Home Buyers Really Want,” 2012 Survey by NAHB’s Economics and Housing Policy Group) 



National Code Adoption –  

IECC 



National Code Adoption –  

ASHRAE 90.1 



Where is VA on Energy Codes? 

Commercial 

 

2009 IECC 

Adopted 7/27/10 

Effective 3/1/11 

2012 IECC 

Adopted 3/24/14 

Effective Fall 2014 

 

 



Where is VA on Energy Codes? 

Residential 
 

2009 IECC, with 

amendments 

Adopted 7/27/10 

Effective 3/1/11 
 

2012 IECC, with 

amendments 

Adopted 3/24/14 

Effective Fall 2014 

 

 



Where is VA on Energy Codes? 

Room to Grow 

• Replacement 

Windows 

• Wall insulation 

• Ceiling insulation 

• Air leakage testing 

• Duct testing 

• Pipes & Lighting 

 



U.S. DOE:  Energy and Cost Savings  

for 2012 IECC in VA 

Energy Savings: 27.4% 

Life Cycle Cost Savings 

(30 years): $5,836 

Net Positive Cash Flow: 

1 year 

Simple Payback: 5.2 

years 
 

http://www.energycodes.gov/development/residential/iec

c_analysis/ 

 



Energy Code Resources 

Energycodes.gov 

Energycodesocean.org 

Reca-codes.com 



Eric Lacey, Chairman 

Responsible Energy Codes Alliance 

eric@reca-codes.com 

202-339-6366 

www.reca-codes.com 

Thank You 


